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truths often coming before us, on which we are,
individually, perfectly competent to decide. Ad-
mitting, for example, the axioms and definitions of
mathematics to be correct, we feel ourselves per-
fectly competent to decide upon the truth of any
result whatever which we derive by consecutive
reasoning from them; or, if any premisses of a
logical syllogism are clearly placed before us, we
have no difficulty in determining as to the accuracy
of the conclusion. These are points of knowledge
respecting which testimony is not of any value.
Our belief in them would be strengthened by no
amount of consent, nor would it be shaken by any
kind of opposition. The whole appeal is to the
individual judgment, and its decision is final.

Now, it will be seen at once, from what we have
before remarked, that these subjects, on which the
individual judgment can so easily decide, are of & for-
mal character. Admit the axioms of mathematics,
and all the restisevidentlyapurely formal procedure.
Admit the matter of any logical premisses to be
true, and the deduction of the conclusion is formal
likewise; and so it is throughout all the sciences.
The correct deduction of one truth, or any set of
truths from, another, is always a matter of bare
logic; so that we may come to this conclusion, that
whatever points of our knowledge coine within the
region of the logical consciousness, of the under-
standing, these can be decided absolutely and finally
by an appeal to the individual judgment. The
human understanding, in fact, is constructed so as